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The motto of PFLAG is “Someone You Love is Gay.”   
Think about this: 
Does that “someone” feel safe to “come out “ to you? 
Who do you know that is gay? 
 

We’re asking ourselves two questions: 
What about those Bible verses? 
What kind of same sex behavior does the Bible 
address? 
 

1. Genesis	  19:1-‐10	  
What stands out or surprises you about this story? 
 

The teaching suggested that the “sex” recorded in this 
event was and expression of violence, domination, 
humiliation and used military rape as an example of this 
in today’s culture. 
 

Dr. James Asbrand, a psychologist with Veterans 
Affairs says this about military rape, “One of the 
myths is that the perpetrators identify as gay, which 
is by and large not the case.  It’s not about the sex.  
It’s about power and control.  In a hyper-masculine 
culture, what’s the worst thing you can do to 
another man? Force him into what the culture 
perceives as a feminine role.” 
 

What do you think about this interpretation of the “sex” 
of Genesis 19? 
 

For another chapter in Lot’s life, read Gen. 19:30-38. 
Thoughts? 
Why do most people know the story of the first part of 
Genesis 19 but not so much the last part of Genesis 19? 
 

2. Leviticus	  18:22	  and	  Leviticus	  20:13	  
Many people look at these verses and say, “Case 
closed.”   
Why would people enforce this law but not others in 
Leviticus? 
 

How do we choose? 
 

There are three common interpretations of these verses: 
a. “Case	  closed”	  	  All	  same	  sex	  behavior	  is	  

wrong.	  
b. Genesis	  38:9-‐10	  	  With	  their	  limited	  

understanding	  the	  Israelites	  saw	  that	  all	  of	  
life	  was	  in	  the	  sperm.	  	  Women	  merely	  
provided	  the	  incubation	  chamber.	  	  So,	  to	  
“deposit”	  sperm	  anywhere	  that	  didn’t	  result	  
in	  birth	  was	  wrong	  and	  wasteful.	  



c. Deuteronomy	  23:19	  	  These	  verses	  are	  
prohibitions	  against	  participating	  in	  temple	  
cult	  prostitution	  that	  involved	  same	  sex	  
behavior.	  
	  

Which view resonates with you? 
 

Why do you think there is not a corresponding 
command regarding lesbians? 
 

3. 1	  Corinthians	  6:9-‐10;	  1	  Timothy	  1:9-‐10	  
What is your initial response to these verses? 
What do you think Paul is saying out side of the topic of 
homosexuality? 
 

Two words are used by Paul that are interpreted to refer 
to homosexuality: 
Malokos – See Matthew 11:8 and Luke 7:25 for the only 
other times this word is used in the New Testament. 
 

Notice the various ways it is translated: 
KJV,  NASB – effeminate; 
Moffat – boys who have sex with men;  
New American Bible –boy prostitutes 
NIV  (1973) – male prostitutes 
John Wesley – who live in an easy, indolent way 
 

Arsenokoites – literally “man beds” – a man in many 
beds 
This word is not found any other place in the New 
Testament.  It is found in other literature of Paul’s day 
in which it refers to economic exploitation. 
 

How does the word’s use in culture help us to 
understand what Paul may mean? 
 

Read 1 Corinthians 6:9-10 in the English Standard 
Version and New International Version. Compare them 
with the New American Standard Bible translation. 
 

What differences do you see? 
What does it do to you that ESV and NIV would 
combine the “malokos and arsenokoites” into one 
concept? 
 

What does it mean that the people listed in these verses 
won’t “inherit the kingdom of God?”  How does Luke 
17:21 help us to understand this? 
 

4. Romans	  1:21-‐28	  
Two times Paul connects same –sex behavior with 
something else: (“Therefore…”- v. 24;  “Because of 
this…” v.26). 
What was the something else? 
 

How does that “connection” relate to the experience of 
gay Christians? 
So, how do you answer our question?  What kind of 
same sex behavior does the Bible address? 
 

No matter your answer, one thing is clear: The call to 
love. 
What does love look like in regard to LGBT? 


