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The story of “Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer” 
has nothing to do with reindeer.  The inspiration 
for the story was the author’s own experience of 
being picked-on and teased as a kid.   
 
What has been your experience of being picked-on 
and teased?  Or maybe you were on the other end – 
as the teaser and the picker? 
 
What had to happen before Rudolph was accepted? 
How true to life is that experience? 
 
Read Matthew 12:11-12   
What was Jesus trying to communicate to the 
Pharisees: 
About the Law? 
About priorities? 
 
Read Matthew 10:29-31 
What do you read in these verses that communicate 
God’s care for and value of us? 
 
How does that care and value alleviate your fears? 
 
Jesus redefines worth. 
 
The ancient world de-valued girls and women.   
Posidippus, a Greek comic, observed, 
“Everyone raises a son even if he is poor but 
exposes a daughter even if he is rich.”  
 
In the religious world, it wasn’t much better: 
Augustine – “…lesser value than men…” 
Woman is only in the image of God as she is 
connected to man. 
Tertullian – “You Eve, are the devil’s gateway.  
You destroyed so easily God’s image, man. On 
account of your desert, that is death, even the 
Son of God had to die.” 
Ambrosiaster – “Women must cover their heads 
because they are not the image of God.” 
Thomas Acquinas – women in reality were 
“failed” men 



 
The very word “feminine” means “of lesser faith.”   
 
Into this world, steps Jesus. 
In what way did Jesus make people think different 
about women? 
See John 4;  Luke 8:1-3; Mark 16:1-9 
 
Read Luke 11:27-28 
Based on these words of Jesus what is the highest 
calling for a woman? 
What does the typical church-culture say is a 
woman’s highest calling? 
What do you think about that? 
Why the disconnect? 
 
Jesus also makes us think different about children.   
Like women, children got “no respect” in the 
ancient world. 
 
Read Matthew 18:2-5 and Mark 10:13-15 
What stands out to you in these verses? 
What is there about a baby/child that would make 
him/her the “greatest”? 
What lesson should we learn from this? 
 
 
Jesus makes us think differently about people. A 
friend of sinners, he spent his time with, he opened 
his arms to the lepers, disabled, sex-workers, 
women, children. People didn’t understand what all 
that meant. Do we?  
 
 A revolution was starting – and we get to continue 
it. 

 


