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What unexpected event happened in your world 
this past week? 
 
Do you know anyone who has left Christianity or 
God altogether?  If so, do you know why they left?  
The presence of evil and suffering is a major 
motivation in a person choosing atheism.   
 
German playwright Georg Buchner (1813-1837) 
called the problem of evil “the rock of atheism.” 
 
Variations of this line are:   
“It was meant to be.” 
“It must have been their time.” 
“It must have been the will of God.” 
 
Here’s why this statement may not be true: 
 

1. It	  removes	  personal	  responsibility.	  
 
How does this statement remove personal 
responsibility? 
 
2. It	  makes	  God	  responsible.	  	  

 
If God planned and willed everything to 
happen, what image of God is given? 
 
3. It	  leads	  to	  fatalism	  and	  indifference.	  	  	  
Fatalism	  says	  we	  are	  powerless	  to	  change	  
whatever	  happens	  in	  life,	  so	  why	  try?	  

	  
If	  God	  plans	  each	  death,	  do	  you	  think	  you	  can	  
alter	  the	  date	  by	  lifestyle	  choices?	  Or	  is	  it	  fixed	  
according	  to	  His	  plan?	  
	  
What	  do	  you	  know	  about	  John	  Calvin	  or	  his	  
belief	  system	  called,	  “Calvinism”?	  
Calvin	  believed	  and	  taught	  that	  everything	  
happens	  by	  God’s	  will	  and	  command.	  
Weather	  –	  “No	  wind	  ever	  rises	  or	  rages	  
without	  God’s	  special	  command.”	  



Pregnancy	  –	  Women	  have	  children	  or	  
remain	  barren	  because	  of	  the	  hand	  and	  will	  
of	  God.	  
Thoughts	  –	  God	  governs	  the	  very	  thoughts	  of	  
your	  heart	  so	  that	  no	  one	  thinks	  something	  
on	  their	  own.	  
Salvation	  –	  God	  has	  predetermined	  who	  is	  
saved	  and	  who	  is	  lost.	  	  	  
Everything	  –	  Everything	  that	  happens,	  good	  
or	  bad,	  is	  “fixed	  by	  God’s	  decree.”	  
	  
What	  do	  you	  think	  about	  Calvin’s	  belief	  and	  
understanding?	  
Why	  do	  you	  think	  his	  views	  are	  so	  popular	  
among	  Christians	  today?	  
Another	  view	  is	  Deism,	  which	  says	  that	  God	  
sets	  the	  universe	  in	  motion	  and	  then	  stepped	  
out	  of	  the	  picture.	  	  Many	  of	  our	  founding	  
fathers	  were	  Deists.	  
	  
	  What	  do	  you	  think	  of	  Deism?	  	  What	  
weaknesses	  and	  strengths	  do	  you	  see	  in	  a	  
Deistic	  approach?	  
	  
Is	  there	  another	  option?	  
If	  determinism	  and	  deism	  don’t	  seem	  right,	  
what	  is	  a	  better	  option	  to	  you?	  
	  
1. God’s	  primary	  way	  of	  acting	  on	  our	  

planet	  is	  through	  people.	  
 

When God wants something done in the world, 
He calls people to do it?   
Can you think of any Biblical examples of this? 
 
What does that principle mean for us?   
See John 20:19-22 
Revelation 1:4-8 - What does it mean that we 
are priests?   
 
2. God	  identifies	  with	  our	  suffering.	  	  	  

 
In what ways do you see God identifying with 
our suffering?  
 

Theologian John Stott puts it this way, “I could 
never myself believe in God if it were not for the 
Cross.  In the real world of pain, how could one 
worship a God who was immune to it?” 


