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If your house were on fire, what three items would you 
try to save? 
 

Read Mark 10:17-31 
 

What is Jesus teaching us in this passage? 
 

What do you learn of how Jesus lived and loved in his 
encounter with this man? 
 

1. Jesus	  challenges	  us	  to	  change	  our	  view	  of	  
money.	  	  

 

In what ways can money make us sick? 
 

Read Mark 10:19-20  
Defraud means, “Do not cheat people, do not take their 
land; do not deprive others of their rights.”   
 

Why do you think Jesus threw in the “No defraud” line 
in his list of commands? 
 

What do you think of the man’s answer in verse 20?  Is 
he in denial? Egotistical? Super righteous? 
 

What do you think of Jesus’ answer to the man’s 
question of “What must I do to inherit eternal life?”   
 

Why didn’t Jesus tell the man to the pray the “sinner’s 
prayer?” 
 

Read Mark 10:23-24a 
 

In those days, riches were a sign of God’s blessing.  
Being wealthy meant that God was on your side.  
 

Do you see that same theology today? 
What do you think of it? 
 

2. Jesus	  challenges	  us	  to	  change	  our	  view	  of	  
religion.	  
	  

What was this man’s view of religion? 
 

What is the difference between following Jesus and 
observing a religion (See Matt. 11:28-30, Matthew 
12:7-14; James 1:27).   
 

3. Jesus	  challenges	  us	  to	  change	  our	  
relationship	  with	  the	  poor.	  

 

Read Mark 10:21 
 

How would you describe Jesus’ view of the poor? 
 

How does Jesus’ view differ from this man’s view?  
From our culture’s view? 
 



Read Ecclesiastes 5:8-9 
 

What is the writer describing? 
What should we take away from these verses? 
 

Read this statement by Paul Piff, Assistant Professor of 
Psychology and Social Behavior at the University of 
California, Irvine and give your response to it: “What 
my colleagues and I have been finding across dozens of 
studies and thousands of participants across this county 
is that as a person’s levels of wealth increase, their 
feelings of compassion and empathy go down, and their 
feeling of entitlement, of a deservingness, and their 
ideology of self-interest increases.” 
 

What do you think?  
* Surprised by his findings?  
*Agree with his findings?  
*Not sure about it?  
*That guy doesn’t know what he’s talking about!   
*Wow, I need a gut check. 
 

What do you think about the following statement?  “It’s 
not about what’s in your wallet.  It’s about what’s in 
your heart?”  See 1 Timothy 6:10 
 

4. Jesus	  challenges	  us	  to	  change	  our	  view	  of	  
life.	  	  	  

 

Take a look at these three examples of 
people/companies whose value goes beyond money: 
 

1. Did you hear about Dan Price, the CEO who took a 
$930,000 pay cut and raised the minimum salary of his 
210 employees to $70,000?   Here’s what he said: 
“CEOs, when they get to a certain level start thinking 
about ‘What do I want my legacy to be? What’s my 
purpose?’ It has to go beyond money. For me, it’s how 
can I make my mark?  We have made a mark on wage 
equality.” 
 

2. Drake, a rapper, made popular #YOLO – You Only 
Live Once.   
Jesus adds to it:  #YOLO so #L4G (Live for God).   
 

3. “Microsoft” tells its employees, “Change the world 
or go home.” 
 

How do these examples apply to the lesson we learn in 
Jesus’ encounter with this man? 
 

How much has your commitment to Jesus and his way 
of life influenced your values?   
*a lot 
*a little 
*not as much as I would like 
*not at all 
 

Read Mark 10:21 –“Jesus looked at  him and loved 
him.” 
 

What does Mark’s statement about Jesus 


