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What occupation would you least like to do? 
When was the last time you climbed a tree? 
 
Read Luke 19:1-10 
 
Why did the people grumble about Jesus?  See also 
Luke 5:30, Luke 15:2. 
 
What does that say about the people?  What does 
that say about Jesus? 
 
Based on this text, how would you describe 
Zacchaeus? 
 
Read Luke 19:8 in different translations: 
 
RSV - And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, 
“Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the 
poor; and if I have defrauded any one of anything, I 
restore it fourfold.” 
 
NRSV - Zacchaeus stood there and said to the 
Lord, “Look, half of my possessions, Lord, I will 
give to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of 
anything, I will pay back four times as much.” 
 
What difference do you see in the two translations? 
 
The Greek text is best reflected in the RSV (The 
verbs are in the present tense).  The NRSV has 
changed the verbs to the future tense.   
 
What difference does the change make? 
 
(In the future tense, it is a story of change.  In the 
present tense, it is a story of misunderstanding and 
misjudging).  
 

1. Be	  careful	  how	  we	  see	  things	  
Have	  you	  heard	  of	  confirmation	  bias?	  	  	  
(the	  tendency	  to	  selectively	  search	  for	  and	  
consider	  information	  that	  confirms	  one’s	  
beliefs)	  
	  



Are	  you	  guilty	  of	  confirmation	  bias?	  	  	  
What	  examples	  can	  you	  give?	  
	  

2. Be	  careful	  how	  we	  define	  the	  word	  
“lost.”	  	  	  

 
How do you define “lost” in a spiritual sense? 
See Luke 15 
 
Commentator William Barclay says this, “We 
must always be careful how we take the 
meaning of the word lost.  In the New 
Testament it does not mean damned or 
doomed.  It simply means in the wrong 
place.” 
 
In what way do you see Zacchaeus as lost? 
 
3. Be	  careful	  how	  we	  see	  people.	  

 
Zacchaeus’ name means “pure, righteous.”   
How did people see Zacchaeus? 

 
In what ways are we guilty of misjudging or 
stereotyping people?   

 
Read Luke 19:9 
What does “salvation” mean in this story? 
 
Have you ever been misjudged?  
 
Have you ever been excluded from a group 
based on that misjudgment? 

 
What does it mean for Jesus to say that 
Zacchaeus “is too a son of Abraham”? 

 
What does that say to Zacchaeus?  To the 

crowd? 
 
If we are Zacchaeus…. 
What message do you hear Jesus giving  you? 
 
If we are the crowd…. 
What is the lesson for you? 

 


